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Thad Drehr 
615 S. Ott 
Columbia, SC 29205 

Dear Thad, 

When I could no longdr not recognize tliat my time was limited, althou^, happily, 
less limited than I*d feared, I decided to spend wliat time I do have trying to i)erfect 
tliG record for history to the degree possible for me. I*ve been productive* I*ve completed, 
except for conclusions and unless I think of something else, a rather long book ms and 
I*m adding to a shorter one I*d thought I*d finished* “** have no agent and my recent 
experience, wliich take me back to whene I started in this sick field, with a published 
persuade me not to tiy to get them published* Perhaps later they will be* But my 
point is that I do have less time remaining than before i and I deny myself the enjoyment 


tliat can come {'rom interesting correspondence* As on the truly great Tom Paine* 

Two weelis ago a very bright boy in high school nead Baltimore was here* He*d never 
heard of Tom Paine* I*ve understood for years that most places exclude him from our 
history as it is taught* And from what I remember, he should be credited with more tlian 
5Q^i of tho Declaration* That he is a stranger to our young means we are in the times that 
try mens souls, decent, caring men. 

Last time I was fishing in the Bay was before WW II, about 1939* I no longer remeier 

I 1 

the species in it, if those then still are, but there are blues and my what eels* I has 

an eel took it and burned 


a^clialk line over tlie side with some meat for a crab and 
tlie hell out of the hand around which the line was (urapped. 


We do not have any southoryinarauders in it^^^^lieve it or not recently there 
was a manatee* It was a major operation saving it in a tributary but they did and then 
flew it south. 

If I could type as well as you I*d be overjoyed. 

THe books v/ere typed first on an old Biyal long-carriage I got ^ a low cost and when 
it wore out a new one* I had| legal-size sheets ruled in blui to give my wife the maglns 
that the offset camera 'Jould reduce to a 6x9 page.And that is how we did it* After ^ 
the first^nylon ribbons were available and they give a sharper imprint. But the first 
was with carbon ribbons* 

^^eading: if you've not read David Wise '/A 1973 The Politics of Lying, worth the time* 
I*m moot of the way through it* 

Your comments on Paine are appropriate to the stamp ypu used, •^en Franklin* It was 
Ben who talked Paine into coming here from England* Where as some kind of '^^ustoms 
agent he got in trouble writing that they should be better paid* 

Best 


